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T mujt be own'd, that the Occurrences. of the Year 1708, which are 
the Subject of this Volume, have been very remarkable both at Home 
and Abroad. As a Proof of thi, I need only to mention, that in the 
Beginning of the Year, the French King was not only in a Conditi- 

onto kecp us at a Bay Abroad, notwithftanding the former great Vittories 
we had obtain’d over him, but to attempt an Invafion upon us at Home. How 
ill the Northern Part of the united Kingdom was provided againft a De- 
fign of that Nature, t too well known to be denyd. Nor u it unknown, 
that the Ferments unhappily occafion’d in that Part of the Country, gave us 
Caufe enough to fear, that they might have met with too much Encourage- 
ment ; but. we faw that. Defign happily blafted more by the Hand of Provi- 


dence, and the ill Conduct. of the Enemy, than by any Thing elfe. The Be- 


ginnings of the Campaign Abroad, were no le{s threatning to the Confede- 
vate Interef?. Bruges and Ghent fell into the Hands of the French by Trea- 
chery and Surprixe, more important Towns in the Netherlands saves G= 
feapd the fame Fate; and Part of the Dutch Dominions were expos’d: to 
the Ravages of the common Enemy, who had fo fix'd themfelves in thofe two 
Towns, as feem'd to put a Stop to-our farther Progre{s on that Side, and to 
threaten us with farther Difturbances at Home from their Neighbourhood 
in thofe Parts. But this Cloud was alfo difpel’'d by the Goodnefs of God, 
who fo far deprivd the Enemy of Condutt, 7 i their giving the Compe. 
derate Troops an Opportunity to attack them near Audenard, they loft all the 
Advantages they had gain’d over-us in the Beginning of the Campaign, and 
open’d our Way to demolifh their Lines, to befege Lille, and to invade and 
ravage their Country. The Clouds however feem'd to gather upon us again, 
the Siege of Lille met with very great Obftruttions, our Army before it 
was in a Manner befieg'd it felf, their Provifions cut off by the Enemy, who, 
béfides being poffefs'd if Ghent aud Bruges, had entrench’d themfelves flrong- 
ly on the Scheld, very much flreighten’d Oftend, and well nigh taken Brul- 
Ae 5 but the feafonable Advantage we obtain'’d over their Troops at Winen- 
dale, the Repulfe they met with before Bruflels, and their abandoning their 
Lines on the Scheld in {uch an unaccountable Way, open’d a Communication 
with the Confederate Army before Lille, which brought the Siege to a happy 
Conclufion, and made us Mafters of that important Town and Cittadel, which 
the French King juftly valu'd as an impregnable Frontier ; and how feafo- 





nable a Relief 5S gave to the Confederate Caufe, confidering the il Sittas Se 


tion of our Affairs in Spain dnd Portugal, every one knows. 


If we caft our Eye upon Affairs at Home, we fhall alfo find, that? they | e 


were it a turbulent State. The up 7 fo many — 4 ee”? in 


~ —- _- 









7 
we . 
a 7 ‘ | rt v4 m4 ‘ . . bs 
adil a ‘ Be Is 
A é ss : i on 
, : ad «, ras c > a 5 ‘ < 
¥ aie. S| ae: 
= : pas ce Peta te 
i ee E _— 


r ee . : ~ . iy ‘iy 
a sg a ik 


. iy 
. > : } Py : va af aa f 

' sp F + \ ; & phe . "i wee on 

i a ies ee v = a tS ie ia me “ie Xie a ee TE fica ee —. ~ a 3 * oe - tt Picts ay 








” 
ae 















f[ * 
a fm 


a 


onthe cans Prey Oey “an 





of different Principles: But "tw the Happinefs of our Conftitution, dnd loag 
may we enjoyit, that the Prefs is under no other Reftraint,.than that of 


_ in the late Reigns, when none were fuffer’d to write but L’ Eftrange, and 





by ieee The PREFACE. = 
: “Nogth Britain on Sufpicion, fome palpable Nifihinagedagie in the Cond 





that Affair, with Relation to Elections of Parliament-Men there, the great asl 
Party-Heats at Eleétions here, and other Things that [eem’d to threaten the —§ & 
very Peace of the Britith Parliament, are vifible Proofs of the {pecial Care of 
Providence to difappoint our Enemies Hopes, and our own Fears, which, te- 
gether with the Hand of God upon them, by which they are curs'd m thei 
Bafkets and in their Stores, with contagious Diftempers upon their Perfons, 
a Spirit of Divifion in shay Councils, add of Terrorin their Armies, have 
brought them fubmiffively to fue for Peace on. fucb Terms now, as they al- 
ways refusd with great Haughtine{s before. The I{Jue of which we muft re- 
fer to Providence, and heartily wilh, that our being fo frequently out-wit- 
ted in former Treaties, may make ws more cautious in this. 

Befides Remarks upon the moft important Tran{actions at Home and Abrodd, 
the Reader will find in this Volume, Arguments to defend our happy Conflitw: 
tion againf? the Abettors of arbitrary Government, a Vindication of the Pria- 
ciples of the Revolution, of the Proteftant Succeffion, and of ber Majefty’s Mo- 
deration again{t the Libels publifh’d by the Rehearter, and others, who have 
been for reviving and inforcing French Maxims of Tyranny, as to civil Go- 
vernment, and for promoting and re-introducing Caflandrian. or Laudean Po- 
pery in Matters of Religion, which formerly rass'd [uch Convulfions in Church 
and State, and {till keep both in-a Ferment, by heterodox and {editious Trea- 
tifes, Pamphlets, Libels and Sermons, which we all know have been too much 
countenanc’d, or at leaft conniv'd at by fome who were in the Adminifiration, 
while at the ‘fame Time they endeavour'd to [uppre{s others that were writ ix 
Defence of the Conflitution, as founded on Magna Charta, the Petition of 
Right, and the Inflrument of Government. agreed on at the Revolution. 

Tis impoffible for a Paper of this Nature to avoid giving Difguft to {uch 
Perfons, as by Neglett or Defign, are any Way concern’d in Male-Adminifira- 
tions ; therefore "tis no Wonder to hear of Reflexions upon it from Perfons 































making Authors anfwerable for what they write againft Law. The Ad- 
vantage which thofe who have writ for Liberty, both civil and religious, have 
obtain’d over the Champions of Slavery and Perfecution, fince the Prefs was 
open, t¢ fo vifible, and has been fo beneficial to the Publick, that ’tus hop'd 
thofe who remember how much the Nation fuffer’d by the contrary Prattice 


thofe of bis Stamp, that were for betraying us into Popery and Slavery, will 
fill be for preferving that Liberty. I think it may be faid, without Vanity, 
that a Paper of this Sort ts much better adapted to fet the different Hu- 
mours and Interefts of Times and Adminiftrations in a clear Light, and is 
entitl'd to more Freedom and Impartiality, than Papers calculated merely for 
a Party, pofibly can be; and as it has hitherto been carry’d on with a fin- | 
gere Defign for the publick Good, it fhall, God willing, be continu’d with the | 
ame View. ’Tts needlefs to fay any more, but to refer the Reader to the al- 
phabetical Index, by which he may eafily judge of the Variety and Importance 
of the Subjetts treated of in this Volume, and whether it does not contain ma- 
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